
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Composer Commissioning Contract 

With many thanks to BASCA, the British Academy 

for Songwriters Composers and Authors, for giving 

Making Music members access to and permission 

to use their model commissioning contract. 

 

 

 

 

About BASCA 
BASCA, the British Academy of Songwriters, Composers and Authors, is the 

professional association for music writers of all genres in the UK. With approximately 

2,000 members, it is the single voice for British music creators.  BASCA works to 

foster a sense of community amongst songwriters, lyricists and composers, and to 

campaign on their behalf in the domestic, European and international political arenas.  

As the only association in the country made up entirely of music writers, the 

organisation has an unparalleled insight into the issues affecting music creators in 

the UK today.  We work closely with our members, keeping them informed in a 

constantly changing environment via our publications, websites, seminars and 

professional networking events.  BASCA also presents the Ivor Novello Awards, 

British Composer Awards and Gold Badge Awards annually.   

To find out more about BASCA, including how to join, please go to 

www.basca.org.uk/join. 
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British Academy of Songwriters, Composers and Authors 

 
Commissioning Contract 

 
 

 
 
This contract is between: 
 
 ……………………………………………… of ……………………………………… (The COMMISSIONER);  
 
And  
 
 ……………………………………………… of ……………………………………………. (The COMPOSER) 
 
 

1 (a) The COMMISSIONER hereby agrees to pay the COMPOSER 
 
A fee of £…………. (plus VAT if applicable) (the Fee) for the provision of an original musical 

composition (hereinafter called the WORK) of …………………………. minutes duration for  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………

…………………………………………………………………………………….................................................. 

 
1 (b) Title of WORK (if known) ……………………………………………………………………….................. 

Title of text and name of author (if applicable) ……………………………………………………… 

If a copyright text is being used the COMPOSER will obtain permission for such use. 

 
 

1 (c) Details of first performance(s) (if known): 
 
Date(s) ………………………………………………………………………………………………...... 

Performer(s) …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Venue(s) ………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 

2 The COMPOSER warrants that to the best of his/her knowledge: 
 
a) The WORK is an original composition 
b) The COMPOSER is the first owner thereof 
c) The COMPOSER is entitled to enter into this Agreement 
 
3 A minimum of fifty percent (50%) of the Fee to be paid upon the commission of the full score and the 
remainder upon delivery of the completed full score to the COMMISSIONER (or, if applicable the 
COMPOSER’s publisher) 
 
4 The COMPOSER agrees to use all reasonable efforts to provide the completed WORK no later than 
………………………..failing which the commission may be withdrawn by the COMMISSIONER. 
However, with the written agreement of both parties, a new delivery date may be set. 
 

5 (a) The original manuscript shall remain the property of the COMPOSER. The COMMISSIONER shall 
have the right to receive one copy of the WORK. 
 



Commissioning Agreement   BASCA December 2009 

5 (b) Provision of material in digital format will not constitute a licence to copy, except with permission 
for a specific number of copies.  
 
The number of copies is limited to … for use in rehearsing and giving the first performance.  These 
copies may subsequently be retained if a further performance is pending, otherwise they should be 
returned / destroyed.  The score, however, may be retained by the COMMISSIONER 
 
5 (c) The cost of preparing performing material shall be the responsibility of the COMMISSIONER and 
subject to a separate agreement (to cover the production, hire fees and ownership.) 
 

6 All world rights whatsoever in the WORK remain the property of the COMPOSER subject to the terms 
of his/her membership of PRS for Music, MCPS, or other collecting societies. However, the exception to 
this is the COMMISSIONER’s right to give or promote the first performance of the WORK, provided that 
this takes place on a date not later than ………………………………………, after which date the 
COMPOSER is free to arrange the first performance elsewhere, in which case all material will be 
returned to the COMPOSER free of charge. However, with the written agreement of both parties, a new 
date for the first performance may be set.  
 
7 The COMPOSER is free to offer the WORK for publication.  
 
8 The COMPOSER hereby asserts his/her right to be identified with the Work as set out in Part II of The 
Copyright, Design and Patents Act, 1988 (as amended). 
 

9 On all copies of the full score the COMMISSIONER will be credited.  
 
10 This Agreement shall be interpreted in accordance with the laws of England and the Courts of 
England and Wales shall be the sole courts of jurisdiction 
 
 
Signed by:  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
of ……………………………………………………………………………...……………………………. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
The COMMISSIONER 
 
 
and 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
of ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
The COMPOSER 
 
 
 
Date:   …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


