Dorset’s
Eventful Town

How Bridport Town Council supports local
musicians

Bridport
Town Council

Today’s discussion:
* About me
* About Bridport and the Town Council

* Supporting music — what do we do?
* Direct support
* Partnership and influence
e The role of town councillors

Will Austin, Town Clerk, Bridport Town Council
20/10/2023




Introduction — Will
Austin

Local government stalwart — 33 years
Town Clerk for 12 years

Once a budding rock star, but it didn’t quite work
out that way (see left)...




“A charming market town pepulat dr with zer'o-waste
stores, vintage furniture and fashwmrkets,
unique homeware boutiques. Situated in rural Dorset
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18 councillors
25 employees
£1.4m revenue budget

The UK’s only Rights Respecting Town

“They do absolutely shed loads of stuff!”

Bridport resident, 2023

Communities fight back against cuts to -« s
a1l launch round-town service for trial period
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“In a town of jus
and with only 18 FTE employees,
Bridport Town Council punches
above its weight, delivering on a
par with much larger
counterparts.”

NALC Star Council Awards, 2022
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3 examples show our
support for local music

1

Financial, Promotional & Logistical Support

Supporting ‘Dorset’s Eventful Town’

2

Partnership & Influence

Using our involvement to encourage support for local music

3

The Role of the Town Councillor

Musicians in the Council Chamber



Financial, Promotional
& Logistical Support

Supporting ‘Dorset’s Eventful Town’

Events and grant funding £75,000
Event sponsorship
Tourist Information Centre Box Office

Event support — administrative, stewarding, road
closure, utility supply, venues

Bucky Doo Square
Town guide and other publications

Town Council events









Bridport
Town Council

Thank you — any
questions?




