Paul Burnell

0@

N\



December Air

Paul Burnell
composed 2021

for voices in three parts

Performance notes

'December Air' is intended for a voice ensemble of at least six voices and should be suitable for average-
sized choirs.

The piece is not specific with regard to voice part. For example, it can be performed by female vgiCes o
or by female voices on the top two lines and male voices on the bottom line, or by other mixed or\@oubl
combinations. To this end, the parts may optionally be performed one octave lower than a

would suggest, as indicated by the treble clef with (8) below.

Specific conductor cues are shown as circled numbers ows. Approxim jons between
cues in the opening 'senza misura' section are shown in se in the brac i

The whistling may be performed at any ¢ dynamic marking. Itis
understood that some performers ma whistle, but it is anticipated
there will be an overall mix of ajr soulad i Bfy whistle'.

epeat bar lines, with the repetitions

notch at the end of the line. The repetitions
es within the same part. Numbered cues are

th intermediary cues for any changes such as
diminuendo or accelerando, or a change ispeed to spoken.

Material that is to be repeate dently is enclo
continuing for the length of the line, and finjgin
are independent of the other parts, and also of

associated text, with the leng Jition coinciding with the placement of the arrow.

The following sounds argpronoun
'eh' as in 'air’

'sss' as in 'hiss'

'ssh' as in 'hus
'00' as in 'moon’
'aw' as in '
'ah' as in 'sta

There are two optional endings: Fine 1 at the end of bar 57, and Fine 2 at the end of bar 91.

If performed all the way through to the end, the duration of the piece is 7 minutes.
If the performance ends at Fine 1, the duration of the piece is 3:20
If the performance ends at Fine 2, the duration of the piece is 5 minutes.

The text evokes an archaic spell or incantation that reflects on the permanence of love at a time when
celestial changes signal daybreak and the end of the year.



December Air

December moon,
December star,
December sun,
December air.

Trees are silver in December,

The air now is colder.

The trees bare feelings in a web of fragile memory.
The sky 1s turning to the moon,

The sky is turning to the full moon.

The stars blazing high bestrewn.

All of the firmament reflecting,

The stars reflecting my stare.

December air,
Air forever.

Forever moon,

Forever star,

Forever sun,

Forever. ®

Love is whispering a secret,

Forever, for evermore.

My love reciting incantations 1n a reygftie.
A treasure buried in a heart, th t,

A treasure buried in a warm heart,

Is safe though we are apart.

Love is a precious rare donation,

A love forever we share.

Air, forever air. \O

Trees at sunrise in December,
The year now is olden.
The trees grow shadoy T st time becomes memory.

The sky is turnj e sun,
The sky is turni ght sun
The stars figuh .
Timeisap donation,

Air, December air.

Paul Burnell
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