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The Hoard, of which Perle is part, was developed for Thame
Chamber Choir as part of the Adopt a Composer Scheme (2015-16),
funded by the PRS for Music Foundation and the Philip and Dorothy

Green Music Trust, and run by Making Music, in partnership with

Sound and Music and BBC Radio 3.

Programme Note

Perle is a partial setting of a Middle English text by an unknown author
(usually known as the ‘Perle Poet’). The poem is a lament for the loss of a
woman dear to the narrator — a pearl who has slipped into earth. It is set
in its original language rather than in translation to give the greatest
possible sense of its history and to present the strangeness of the past to a

contemporary audience.

This piece was originally the conclusion to my work The Hoard, based on
the discovery of the Thame Hoard by a local lorry driver in 1940. It is a
medieval hoard made up of various precious rings and coins, the latest of
which can be dated to 1457 — making that the earliest date at which the
hoard could have been hidden or lost. It is now housed at the Ashmolean
Museum, Oxford. The Perle text was the perfect presentation of the

themes of loss and history that I was looking to explore in that piece.

While writing Perle I was very lucky to receive guidance from many
academics and musicians, all of whom contributed to the project in
different ways. I would like to thank in particular my mentor Colin Riley
for his support, Dr Hollie Morgan for her help with the Perle text, and
conductor Duncan Aspden for his hard work and fine musicianship.
Finally, I would like to thank the members of Thame Chamber Choir with

whom it was such a pleasure to collaborate on this piece.
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