CHAMPIONING OTRL1.1 Eligibility flowchart

VOLUNTARY MUSIC

If you are thinking about claiming OTR for your group, the first thing you need to do is decide
if your concerts are:

1 Orchestral concerts (as defined by HMRC for the purposes of OTR)
2 Qualifying orchestral concerts

You claim per concert — so if some of your concerts do qualify and some don’t — you can still
claim for the ones that do.

These flowcharts are to help you work out if any (or all) of your concerts qualify for OTR.

If you think they will the next step is to decide if claiming OTR will be financially beneficial for
you group. We have a sample calculation to help with this and further detailed guidance on
how OTR works and how to claim.

First criteria: is your concert an orchestral concert? HMRC use criteria to establish
whether a concert is classed as an orchestral concert for the purposes of OTR. Use the flow
chart below to help you decide.

Second criteria — is your concert a gualifying concert? You have established that your
concert is classed as an orchestral concert by HMRC for the purposes of OTR. The next
stage is to establish whether it is a qualifying concert — i.e. it meets the qualifying criteria for
OTR and so can be eligible for an OTR claim. Use the flow chart below to help decide.

Disclaimer:

We hope you find this Making Music resource useful. If you have any comments or suggestions about
the guidance, please contact us. Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the content of this
guidance is accurate and up to date, Making Music do not warrant, nor accept any liability or
responsibility for the completeness or accuracy of the content, or for any loss which may arise from
reliance on the information contained in it.


https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/about-us/contact-us

First criteria: is your concert an orchestral concert? HMRC use criteria to establish
whether a concert is classed as an orchestral concert for the purposes of OTR. Use the flow
chart below to help you decide

Is the concert produced by an orchestra, ensemble or band?

Yes

Not

: sure ;

If your group has both a choir Then your concerts won’t
and an orchestra, and your qualify for OTR. HMRC have
concerts qualify (see below) been very clear that if a choir is

then you could claim OTR organising a concert it will not

(please contact us first)

qualify for OTR

Does the concert consists of wholly or mainly instrumentalists who are

the primary focus of the concert?

Yes

Not

. Sure /

(If the music includes some singing but is mostly\
instrumental (e.g. Beethoven’s 9™) or there is
singing for 20 minutes of a 90 minute concert then
it will probably be fine. The key question is who are
the audience there to see — the orchestra or the

\ choir? If it's the orchestra then... )

\Yes]

Is the concert any of the following?

e An event advertising goods/services
e Part of a competition or contest
e A concert where the main purpose is to make a recording

Then your concert is Then it’s a no.
classed as orchestral by HMRC won’t
HMRC for the purposes of consider your

OTR - go to the next criteria concert for OTR

mhe orchestra are not
the primary focus of
the concert then it
won’t qualify. For
example an orchestra
backing a choir or pop

\ singer. J




Second criteria —is your concert a gualifying concert? You have established that your
concert is classed as an orchestral concert by HMRC for the purposes of OTR. The next
stage is to establish whether it is a qualifying concert — i.e. it meets the qualifying criteria for
OTR and so can be eligible for an OTR claim. Use the flow chart below to help decide.

Is your concert:

e Live and before a paying public
e Or for educational purposes

Not No

Yes < sure 7 N\ 7

( If it is free and not public, but you think\ ﬁyour concerts are fr@

it might be educational (e.g. prison, to attend or by donation
care home), itis a YES then they won’t qualify
e |f you're a school orchestra/school for OTR

putting on a concert, probably a NO
but contact us for further information

(But if you introduced a
) small charge — they

\ would qualify.) )

.

Are there at least 12 instrumentalists (can be the same instrument but voice does
not count) playing in the concert?

No

Yes v

[Then your concert won'’t qualify for]

OTR

Are none, or a minority, of the instrumentalists directly
amplified (a generally miked concert is fine)?

Yes No
Congratulations! Then your concert
It sounds like your concert(s) won’t qualify for OTR

would qualify for OTR




