
 
 

A guide to finding local area data using the 2021 UK Census 
(England and Wales) 
This guide will show you how to find information about your local area using the 
UK Census and how to compare this to the results from the Making Music census 
comparison survey.  

To find information about your local area, there are two options we suggest: using 
the Nomis Area Profiles or creating a Custom Area Profile.  

Nomis is a service provided by the Office for National Statistics (ONS). They publish 
statistics at a national, regional, and local level, and have created profiles for 
each local authority that report some of the data from the 2021 census.  

On the ONS website you can create a Custom Area Profile. This means you can be 
much more specific with the area you are looking at, but the data that is provided 
through this system is more simplistic than in the Nomis Area Profiles. 

 

Nomis Area Profiles  
This website lets you view area profiles for local authorities in England and Wales. 
It generates a report that covers the characteristics of people and households in 
that area. It shows the same characteristics for each area; you cannot create a 
custom list.  

 

Enter a place name or post code into the search bar and select the area. This will 
generate the area profile.  

Each topic shows the count of people that have a specific characteristic, along 
with the total count of people. It also shows what this means as a percentage of 
the total.  

Using the percentage is the easiest way to compare this data to the data of your 
music group.  

https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/census-comparison-survey
https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/census-comparison-survey
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/sources/census_2021/report
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Underneath each table there is an option to ‘see table notes’. This provides a bit 
more context for the table and what questions were asked, as well as a note as to 
how comparable the data is to 2011.  
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Custom Area Profiles 
Visit this website to create a profile for a completely custom area. You can either 
search for an area, or you can draw it onto the map.  

 

Once you’ve selected the area you want, click ‘Build Profile’ and this will take you 
to a dashboard where you can select the topics you would like to see. You can 
export this as an image or a CSV file.  

There is more information on how to use this tool in this blog post by the ONS: 
https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-profiles/  

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/draw/
https://digitalblog.ons.gov.uk/2023/01/17/custom-profiles/
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Guidance for comparing data from the census to the 
Making Music survey (England and Wales) 
We selected questions for the census comparison survey based on the information 
that is available in the Nomis Area Profiles for each local authority. Most of the 
data is available in the Custom Area Profiles as well, but usually this is less 
detailed. This section of the guide will show you where to find the comparative 
data for each question.  

How old are you?  

Age data is available in the Nomis Area Profile, and the Custom Area Profile. In the 
Custom Area Profile it tells you the percentage for the five-year age band and how 
this compares to England.  

 

 

What is your gender? Is your gender the same as the sex you were assigned at 
birth? 

Sex data is available in both the Nomis Area Profile, and the Custom Area Profile. 
Geder identity is only available in the Nomis Area Profile. The census collects much 
more information on gender identity than our survey does. To compare the results 
from your group’s survey to the census, look at ‘gender identity the same as sex 
registered at birth’, add up the rest of the results (except not answered). For 
example, looking at the table below this would be: 

• Gender identity the same as sex registered at birth = 94% 
• Gender identity different from sex registered at birth = 0.4% (0.1 x 4) 
• Prefer not to say / not answered = 5.6% 

Nomis Area Profile Custom Area Profile 
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Which of the following best describes your sexual orientation? 

Data on sexual orientation is only available in the Nomis Area Profile. The Making 
Music survey has the following options: Bisexual, Gay or Lesbian, Straight or 
Heterosexual, all other sexual orientations, prefer not to say. As the census data 
has more detail than this, combine the results for Pansexual, Asexual and Queer 
with the ‘All sexual orientations’ percentage so you can compare the data. For the 
example below this would look like:  

• Straight or heterosexual = 89.5% 
• Gay or Lesbian = 1.7% 
• Bisexual = 1.1% 
• All other sexual orientations = 0.2% 
• Not answered = 7.4% 

 

 

Nomis Area Profile 
Custom Area Profile 

Nomis Area Profile 
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What is your ethnic group? 

Data on ethnicity is available in the Nomis Area Profile and the Custom Area 
Profile. In the reporting for the census, they have combined the ethnicities into 
groups. To compare your data, add up the percentages for each overarching ethnic 
group. For example in the survey responses you may have:  

• Asian/Asian British – Indian 
• Asian/Asian British – Pakistani 
• Asian/Asian British – Bangladeshi 
• Asian/Asian British – Chinese 
• Any other Asian background, please describe in the box 

Combine all the percentages for these to create one overarching ‘Asian, Asian 
British or Asian Welsh’ result that you can compare to the census. 

 

Nomis Area Profile 

Nomis Area Profile 

Custom Area Profile 
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Were you born in the UK? 

Data on country of birth is available in the Nomis Area Profiles and the Custom 
Area Profile. In the Custom Area Profile this is easy to compare to the survey 
responses. For the Nomis Area Profile, take the ‘Europe: United Kingdom’ 
percentage for ‘Born in the UK’ – all the others can be added together to calculate 
percentage of people born outside the UK.  

 

Do you have any physical or mental health conditions or illnesses lasting or 
expected to last 12 months or more? If yes, do any of your conditions or 
illnesses reduce your ability to carry out day-to-day activities? 

These two questions provide information about disabilities. In the UK census, 
people who assess their day-to-day activity as limited by long-term physical or 
mental health conditions or illnesses are considered disabled.  

To calculate the number of disabled people from your survey results, combine the 
results for ‘Yes, a lot’ and ‘Yes, a little’ for the second question.  

To calculate the number of non-disabled people, combine the results for ‘No’ in 
the first question, and ‘Not at all’ in the second question.  

The Nomis Area Profile allows you to compare these results in more detail as it 
contains a more detailed breakdown.  

Custom Area Profile 

Nomis Area Profile 
Custom Area Profile 

Nomis Area Profile 
Custom Area Profile 
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What is your employment status?  

This data is available in the Nomis Area Profile and Custom Area Profile under the 
heading ‘Economic Activity’.  

In the UK Census they define ‘economically active’ as people aged over 16 who 
were: 

• In employment 
• Unemployed, but looking for work and could start within two weeks 
• Unemployed, but waiting to start a job that had been offered and accepted 

It is a measure of whether a person was an active participant in the job market 
during the period of the census.  

The Making Music survey is not as detailed as the census results are so you will not 
be able to make direct comparisons for economic activity. However, you will be 
able to see whether the general make-up of your group matches your area (e.g. 
how does the number of students compare? What about the number of retired 
people?). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nomis Area Profile Custom Area Profile 
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What is your highest level of qualification?  

Data on the highest level of qualification is available in the Nomis Area Profile and 
the Custom Area Profile. The breakdown is more detailed in the Nomis Area Profile.  

Nomis Area Profile Custom Area Profile 


