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This document is designed to help you write to your MP. 
Your ask from your MP: that they write to the Chancellor and ask her to extend Orchestra Tax Relief to choirs as part of the Finance Bill which follows the 26 November budget.
You don’t have to be paying tax in order to benefit from tax relief.
If you don’t know about Orchestra Tax Relief, find out more here: 
https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/campaigns-and-advocacy/tax-relief-choirs 
Please note that tax reliefs are applicable to all four UK nations.

THE URGENCY
The budget on 26 November and the Finance Bill that follows would be the place to make such a change in policy. Therefore, the time to write to your MP is as soon as possible!

THE HOW
Template letters are often not helpful; however, we try here to offer some guidance on what a letter may usefully include.
You can submit a letter electronically via Write To Them or directly to the email address given on your MP’s official website (most have one). Or you can write to them at their constituency office, also to be found on their website.
Include your full name and address in any correspondence – their office will want to check that you are indeed one of their constituents (and therefore that you are a person they must listen to!).

THE WHAT
1. Put the subject right at the top in bold: eg – ‘I am writing to you to ask that in the November budget you extend Orchestra Tax Relief to choirs.’

2. The first paragraph should always be introducing yourself and/or your choir. Whether or not the choir itself rehearses or performs in the constituency is not relevant here, only that you, as her constituent, sing in/volunteer with/work for this choir.
Describe what you do in the choir, how you/your family/friends/community benefit from its activities. Describe the choir activities, how many people benefit – eg number of participants, number of volunteers, number of concerts and audiences etc.. How you contribute to local economy if you do – venue booking, sheet music, hiring staging, audiences spending in local area etc.. Or just talk about the benefits to yourself – your health, your mental wellbeing, how you have made friends and feel connected in your community, learnt about new music, built your confidence, or whatever might be applicable to you!
3. Then talk about your ask – that your choir be enabled to claim a creative tax relief. 

a. You can quote the benefits that amateur orchestras and bands, having been able to claim Orchestra Tax Relief since 2018, have been able to reap: 50% increased production budgets on average, with increased spending going to music professionals (who pay tax) and music businesses, e.g. music publishers for hire of more expensive music. There is some information from case studies highlighted below:
i. Claiming OTR enabled one Orchestra to hire and perform more in-copyright music including the full cycle of 20th Century African-American composer William Grant Still’s symphonies.
ii. One Orchestra’s production budget increased after it began to claim OTR, from £5,459 in 2022, to £17,472 in 2023, to £25,000 in 2024 – an increase of 358% over 2 years. 
iii. One Orchestra are now able to plan for their largest concert ever in Blackburn Cathedral. They credit OTR with being able to quadruple their spend on music hire, offer more concessionary and free tickets (including to Ukrainian refugees) and pay more professional musicians at an appropriate rate. 

b. Orchestras can claim tax relief on the cost of booking your choir for their performance, as can film, theatre and television companies, but choirs themselves cannot claim on their own behalf for their core activity of promoting their own concerts – this is an anomaly that extending Orchestra Tax Relief to choirs would put an end to.

c. On average, Orchestra Tax Relief claims are worth 26% of their production budgets to amateur orchestras. So you could reference what ambitions you have with the choir which such tax relief could help you realise – for example more ambitious programming, more soloists, more commissions of new music, greater access for certain demographic groups, etc. 

4. Invite your MP to any events, whether or not before the budget on 26 November, especially if you have Christmas plans.

5. If your choir is a member of Making Music, please do say that. But whether or not your choir is a member, please suggest that Making Music is the right organisation for Rachel Reeves’ officials to talk to in terms of practicalities.
a. How to contact us: info@makingmusic.org.uk with subject line: Attention of CEO Barbara Eifler 

6. About Making Music: We represent 4,000 music groups across the UK comprising around 240,000 hobby musicians, of which 2,100+ choirs. Making Music represents an estimated 29% of all leisure time music groups (2008 DCMS/ACE report Our Creative Talent for data reference) which therefore total at least 13,800 and include around 750,000 individuals. This is likely to be an underestimate of the total size of the sector.
a. Note as background: it is more likely larger choirs (£10k+ annual turnover) would register for tax reliefs (our experience with amateur orchestras), so HMRC would not be inundated with claims - something that officials worry about. Also, Making Music provides a service for members to claim tax reliefs which has been running since 2017, submitting 100% compliant claims, so any additional workload on HMRC via Making Music’s submission service would be minimal.
OTHER THOUGHTS
· You are welcome to use any material in this document. 
· We would be glad if you forwarded us a copy of your letter and any reply you might receive from your MP.
· You are welcome to contact barbara@makingmusic.org.uk or alison@makingmusic.org.uk with any queries

Barbara Eifler & Alison Reeves
8 October 2025
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